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that LitvinofPs remarks compelled him to declare: "In certain
phrases of his speech, very explicit in their implication, he (Litvi-
noflF) felt himself compelled to criticize, with manifest prejudice
and in a completely arbitrary manner, certain diplomatic conven-
tions or instruments entered into by my Government. Against
such conduct I feel constrained to express emphatic reservations.
It is obvious that such expressions of opinion are regarded by
my Government with indifference. But as the representative of
a founder-member of the League, I feel convinced that such
a course of conduct is not in accord with the usage ruling in this
Assembly and can only prejudice that loyal international under-
standing which is an indispensable condition of our collaboration."
In reply Litvinoff stated that neither Poland nor her policy was
mentioned in his speech, and that the attitude of the Soviet was
one of friendly relations with Poland, this being one of the essential
aims of its policy. A certain Government, he went on, had once
more expressed its preference for bilateral pacts, and he had given
the views of his own Government—it was understood he was
referring to the speech made by Hitler at the special session
of the Reichstag at Nuremberg on September 15, and he disclaimed
any allusion to Poland.
On September 16 Poland was re-elected in the Assembly of the
League to the seat for three years on the Council she had occupied
since 1926, the voting being 45 to 7, which compared with 36
for her in 1926 and 41 in 1932, her increased majority signifying
her growing power and prestige internationally, but in this case
mainly in the Scandinavian States, whose representatives had
informed the Polish delegation that though opposed in principle
to re-elections, they made an exception of Poland, because of
their appreciation of the rdle she played in the League. It was
after Poland's re-election that Beck called litviooff to order m
the Assembly, and the weight of that re-election by so impress^
a majority lay behind his observations*
MEMEL AGAIN
A feature of Hitler's speech at Nuremberg was bfe bitter
animadversion on the situation in Memel, which, he

